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FARLY TRAVEL OF THE GREAT LAKES
A deNee :

Hundreds of years before the coming of the white man the dircl~bark cance
was used on the rivers and lakes of North America. JDeveloped over the
cenburies by the Algonguimn tribves of the Great lakes region, the canoe
wag perhaps the greatest contribution of the Indlan to American civiliza~
tion. It was made entirely of forest products and it was light eaouwgh so
that 1t could be easily carried over portages. Indeed, so ideally suited
was this craft for lake and river travel that 1t was adopted by white ex—
plorers, missionaries, and fur tradert on their Journeys into the interior
of North America.

In the history of transportation on the Great lLakes the year 1679 was an
inportant one, for it marlted the appearance of the GRIFFON, the first sailw
ing vessel above the Niagara Falis. It was built on the east bhank of the
Niagara River by Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, the famous Fremch eox~ -
Plorer. to carry furs from the upper lekes to the portage near Niagara Falls.
On ite prow was a fgriffon," a monster of ancient mythology--which was copied
fron the coat of arms of Count Froutenac, the Governor of Canada.

The tiny vessel get-sail on Angust 7, 1679, crossed Lake Irie¢ in three days,
and anchored at the mouth of the Detrcit RBiver. It was from this spot that
FYather Lomis Hennepin, the Recollect priest who accompanied La Salle, gave

" us the first written description of Detroit and its environs. 4As the ship

sailed into the placid lake above Detroit, Father Hemnepin named it Sainte -
Claire in honor of the Catholic Saint. :

La Salle continued his Journey up through the Straits of Mackinac and down
into Groen Bay., Thore the journey for la Salle ended. The GRIFFON was
1?aded with a fortune in furs and La Salle ordered the captain to sail to
Hiagara and returan for hin the next spring. The GRIFFON was never heard of
after it left Green Bay., It may have been wrecked in a storm or ceptured
and burned by hostile Indians. Although ite actual fate may always be open .
;o conjecture, its location has attracted the attention of marine historians
or years, '

On Manitoulin Island near Mississagi Lighthouse a mil and skeletons wers
discovered in 1890 and was for years accepted as the wreck of Ia Salle's
historic ehip. However, in 1955 a retired fisherman announced that he had
located the vessel near Bruce Peninsula in Georgian Bay. Both discoveries
have their supporters and a heated controversy is now raging. .

On the upper lakes other sailing vessels followed the GRIFFON. The French
naval officer, Ia Ronde, built a sailboat on Lake Superior in the 1730's

and nore. of the ships were built after the British won North America. The
first Anerican boat on the lakes was the sloop, DETROIT, which flew tho stars

)/ and stripes from 1796 wntil it sank in the summer of 1800. A few Arerican



sailboats appeared durilng the first decade of the 19th Century, and during
the War of 1812 several were hastily construcied to fight the British. It
was with these ships that Qliver H. Perry won a resoundingvictory over the
British fleet on lake Erie. 3Ivon more important than this batfle in the
developnent of the Great lakes Were the agreenents between Canada and the
United States after the wer. Under the terma of the peace treaty and the
Rush-Bagot Agreement of 1817, both countries agreed to limit the nuober of
arped ships on the lakes, Thus, the subsequent history of lake transporta-

tion was one of internstionsl eooperation.
. o o s A o 2

HENAS AGE IN AMERICA
Aeskoog

n what is now Alabana man is now kmown to have lived cleose to 9,000 years
ago, This is the oldest radiocarbon date for material associated with men's
tcols in the eastern United States.

The date 7,950 plus.or minug 200 years age, is published in SCIENCE (Dec. 27,
1957) by Dre., We 5. Broecker and J. L. Kulp of the Lamont Geological Observ-
atory, Columbia University, Palisades, N. ¥.

The date was obtained from charcoal found 13 feot below ground level in
Enssel Cave, Jackson County. :

The radiocarbon dates reported from lanont Observatory also suggest that
nan occupied the wost coast of FNorth America ruch longer sgo. Charred
dwarf nmammoth bones found 36 feet below the top of the alluviun were dated
at 29,700 years ago plus or minus 3,000C.

"This suggests," the scientists say, "that men occupied the west coast of
Horth Anerica before the maojor ice advance of the latter part of the Wis-
consin glacial period.m

A previously unimown Toltec coleny has been discovercd on the west coast of
Nexico, representing the westward limit of expansion of this ancient eivili-
zation.

The site has been officially explored for the first time by archasologists
from the University of Colifornia at Los Angeles, under the directlon of Dr.
Clemezz Meighan, The expedition was sponsored by Fhil Berz, a los Angeles
GXWC'LI Ve :

The site lies along Mexico's new West Coast highway near -the city of Tepic.
Dr. Moighan estimates the colony reached its cultural peak sbout 1200 A.D,

Rellcs from the site ropresent a higher degrec of cultural achievement than
had previously been thought to exist in this rezion during this period, Dr.
Meighan said., - .

They ineclude excellént examples of pobbery of six—color decor. figurines,
:ronz: aze~heada, copper pins and tweezers and whistles with an authorita-
ive tweest,



A BIOHY OF CAYUGA COUNTY

by Henry M. Allen
st

Our county is named after the tribe sr nation of the Iroquois League -
which nnce inhabited our state. The central part of thls area 1ls a
Ploasant land with hills and valleys, farms, woods, streams and lovely
lakes. The county is mostly a rolling terrain and it is favored Wy a
ploasant, tomporate elimate and fertile soil. XNo wonder that the
veterans of tho Hovolution and other settlers, moving westward and
lurcd by its advantagos, were ceger te mske their homes here.

We may firet mention briefly the geslogical past. Cayugae is situated

in the so-cslled Brie-Ontario Plain and the South-Wost Plateau, Pbeing
about sgqually divided botween the two scetions of the state. The
northern part belongs to the rocky strata of the Silurian Age and the
southorn to the Devonian. After these long times tho groot ice sheots
or glaricrs overspread the whole state, It is supposed that those
m2s8s9s helped to carve out the long valleys to create the lakes and to
form our soil. In addition they left many noraines or glacial feposits
with plenty of sand and gravel. Scme of these which extend fron Syra-
cuss to RHochester are the curious hills called dyumiing, also formed by
the glaciers. They resemble upturncd boats with the northern end round-
ing off sharply and the scuthern ending sloving graduwally. Fort Hill
Cemetory in Auburn is part of & terninel washout noraine, the other part
reaching into Pomeroy Park. In at least one place in the county war
Cayuga village formerly were glacial scratches cut by the rocks irboedded
in the ice. The rock layers are of various kinds; in the morthern part
are red sandstong, shale and dolonite; in the central, limestone and
shale; aend in the southern, sandstone, limestone and shale. The. soil
was formed by glacial action and the weather, it 1z very fertile. In

" Places the rocks abound in fossiis, enong them the tiny crablike trile~
obites; in other localities there are countless shells. Near Lake On-
tario runs a long vein of hematite iron ore near the surface; it con~
$inmues from Utica to Lockport.. This ore has never been mined to any
great extent, though it is of excellent quality. Vast deds of salt

lic doep down, and once there were salt springs here. Near Aurelius

gas was found some years sgo but it has never been used. In soune places
sulpmr springs heve been found. 41l over the ecounty is the debris of
the glaciers, sand and gravel, with larger boulders. This soil contains
bits of granite and sandstone ecarried from ferther north. Along the
lakes many gullies hove beon eut, sorme sinee the glaciérs.

Brief note may be given on the terrain of the ecounty. It is bounded on
the north by Lake Ontario, on the east by Oswego and Oncndaga counties,
Skaneateles Lake and Cortland county, on the south by Torpkins county
and on the west by Cayuga Lake, the Secneca Biver and Wayne county. Its
length is some Lifty-five miles from north to south; the width from. a-
bout six to twenty-three, with an averags of fourtcen miles, the mrrou-
er part being near Lake Ontario. The olevation is 247 feet at the (n-
torio shore and the land gradually rises to the south, bhe highest point
being 1790 feet in Sempronius. The ridges in the south rise from 600 1o
800 feet above the valleys. Owasco Lake, eleven miles long, has an ele~
vation of 705 feet. In the area there arc several sumall lakes and near—

L



l.r evermmere there are nany st;-oans which ad.a”.' to the 'bea‘u.ty of 'l'.he
seenory. The woods in various places are of sonsiderable axtont,
arnss’ of $he- -original forost which were not cloared whon the country -
was settled, 'The beech trees in Fort Hill:'Cemetory, perhaps $wo or
-~ three handred years old, alone remain from the "Porest Prinmeval b -
Thore is & great variety:; bosides the spruces and pines are maple, oak,
hickowy, willow, eln and chestnut. It has been said that thore are
over Fifty differont kinds of trees on South Street in Aubum, alone,.
The elevation at the Auburn Post 0ffice 1s 705, Just oganl to Owasco
Lake. .The three Finger Lakes arc Skaneabeles, Owasco agd. Cayuga, all _
-« .nost ‘atbractive.  Yachting on bthese has long been popular. - A4 one’ ’
" Oentral New York regatbta the fleet of 193 sall boats afforded a th.rill-—
ing: ai.ght to sa.ilora a.nd I.a.n&snen a.li.k:e. : .

'This lanc‘. of $he Cayugas was once indeed & ha.ppy Imn'l:-ing ground. Here
they Lived in $helir bark houses; not %oo confortadle in winber. Hire,
thers boing over a half dozen villages along Cayuga lake, with one.or . -
two not far from the water. They subsisted .in part by hunting and fish—

- ing;, there being fabulous. supplies of gane and fish close ab hand, In
: ad.d.iisi’oh they cultivated corn, vegeta‘bles an&. puaéessad. fruiﬁ brchard.s.

~Much’ of the tine-the Iroquois were ab war with the other bribes and, with
- bhe French %0 the north. The Iroquois, because of their compact organ—
. lzablon and fierce fighting qualities, have been called the Romans of
- -bhe North. The bterritory they controlled lay far beyond the arsa of.our
state. DBecause of a wanton attack by Champlain there was for many docm
adis hostility and hatred of the French. Fronm tine to time the Indians
: ralded Canada and once the Iroguois nearly ruined the French colony.
In tho wars betwesn England and France the Iroquols sided with the .
Engiish and the American colonies. In the early period, the Jesults
: enleavored to convert the Indians. Though self-sacrificing, soue suffer-.’
. ed martyrdom, they were successful only to a limited degres. Some
- Jesults worked among the Gayugas. In the Hevolubtion the Iroguois, except:
- for the Oneldas and the. Tuscaroras; unwisely adhered o the Hnglich side,
On account of the terrible raids by the English and Indians, especially -
.. 1n the Mohawlk and Schoharie valleys, Washington sent an arry of some:
" 5,000 Continentals under Generals Sullivan and Clinton, which :I.nvad.ed.
$he Iroquols country and crushed their leagus,

After the Ravolution the whi tes gained. poasession of the territorp' ‘ba-
-yond Utica, partly through session end partly by purchesa. In $ine a
~few Indians crept back to their lands, some in our county. ILater the
Cayugas sold their reservations along Cayuga lake and were noved to = -
Places in the western part of the state, New York State debided to give
- part’ of the new aroa as bounties to the vetorens, Thid area, kmown as -

the Military Tract, comprisod the counties of Onondaga, Cayuga, Sensca,
 Gortiland and parts of Wayne, Oswege and Stouben., Bach soldier ressived
-gooub & square mile, larger allotments going to the officers. - The plan
war carried out, and Colonel John L. Hardenbergh, who had served with
Sulliven, helped meke the gurveys, The Auburn area comprised six lots -
in tiers of two each. ! The. Colonel, attracted by the beauty of the losal-
ity and the possibilities of wabter pover frof the Owasco River, selected . .
. 1251;9r9~ The village, called Hardenberghls Cornors until 1805, grew
rep A ) e Rt

(to be-coant:l.nu;ed.) ' . - 5
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COLESVILLE'S GRAND OLD MANW
by Wilhelmina Christian Greenmun

L i

In Harparsville, N. Y., at the end of a long avenus of maples called
Mepls St., one can see a peculiar looking old house set back from She
street in a small park of decaylng maple trees. As one regards it sor-
iously for & moment, the past seems tc come back momentarily, and seems
somshow very near and real.

The old dbuilding gives the illusion, at first, of being one of those oc-
tagon-sided affairs seen occasionally here and there, but on secogd thought
one realizes that it has only five sides as the back is built straight a-
cross and the front porch poses a puzzls. It cerbainly has a baffling style
all ifs own,

The house is high, woodecolored, diznified and impressive; the eight rooms
on sach side of fhe huge, odd shaped hall are iwelve feet high; there are
no fireplaces, but the bannister that swirls upwards into the second story
s graceful, beauntiful and solid mahogany.

This is the 0ld house of an ancient man, Johnny Weeks, age 95 years, who
still holds down two part-=time Jobs, as he acts as tax collector of the
Town of Colesville and trmant officer of the large centralized school dis-
trict. Until a few yesars ago he was secretary of the loeal Oddfellows and
Sunday School Superintendont, as well. No moss grows under the slow feet
of thig 0ld~timer. He is lmown, honored and respectsd for miles around, a
Senior Citizen of outstanding proportions in every way.

We ask him for advice ~ he tells us he has no ons to asl about things anye
nore, his friends and old neighbors are all gono now and he's alone with us
of the three next generations to keep him compeny. It was his father, Solo-
non Weeks, who started a genecral store at Center Vlllage in 1869, and acted
as postnaster there also.

He tells us tales of days gone by i.s., how as & child of sixz he picked
blackberries in Central Park when it was just a big 0ld rocky, briary field!
He recalls the incident of the fight at the Tunnel where Gould and Fisk's
men slugged 1t out with the Albany and Susquehanna boys for supremacy of the
railroads. A% that time the Belden Hotel, a stately old inn just off Roufbe
7 on the Albany side of Belden Hill was operated as a boarding house by levi
Manville, last of the river pilots. It had been built by.Ephriam Norcutt in
1853 as a stage-coach stop. It is used as a dwelling now and one day when
fy boys were small I caught then racing and yelling through the empty roons
whon it was vacant. But it is always tenanted by ghosts of memories of the
days when people lived graciously, free from sgynthetics, free from nervous tengilo
in excess and with tinme to relax, think. and really live a little.

Across the street from Grandpa Weeks! homs we see another strange appearing
building., This is The Maples, where young men attended the old Acadery
classes, It was built in 1828 in connection with St. Imke'!s parish, Here



a

young Johnny attended classes along with Judge Harpur's grandson. The
schoolnastor was lkind, learned and extremely firm sbout diseipline; tho
kids usuvally behaved becsuse it was expected but if they did'nt he couvld
resort to the hickory limd close by; and they did'nt laugh at him nor their
parents either. )

It was the Harpur fanily that actually put Harpursville on the map when in
1797 WJudge® Robert Harpur obtained a sizeable land grant and developed 1%

in parts of what are now Broome and Chenango Counties, He had noved hers
fron New York City where he had been Assistant Secretary of State, and a
1ibrarian at King's College., The Barpur fanily operaited a sawnill, tannery
and distillery. The old home just off route 7 outside of Harpursville neer
the railroad bridge has an underground tunnel large enough to accomodate a
toan of horses connecting the house with the barn. Judge Horpur vwas at first
buried in & tiny fanily plot near the house but later renoved to Harpursville
conetery in the rear of the Baptist church. It is for him that Harpur College
is named. The last male Harpur, Charles, died recently and only = daughter.
Mrs. Roberta Johnson, is left, residing at Afton, ¥, Y.

folesville has another elain to historical fome, the site of "Onoguague,!
the very o0ld Indian town near Windsor, N, Y. This was an Oneida village of
40 or 50 houses and a stronghold of Tories including Brandt and followers
and was destroyed, 1788, along with Unadilla, by Colonel Willianm Butler on
an expedition down the Ouleont end Susquehanma. It was built, 1754, by Sir
Willian Johmston at the req west of the settlers and Indiane there, Tho
grove of the Indian interpreter, Rebecca Ashley, fondly called "WAUSAKIAY
by the Christian Indians {who attended the mission school there), was given
an honorary marker by the D.A.R. The remains of the fort were seen by Cen-
oral Clinton's soldjcrs, 1789, as they passed there on their way %o join
Sullivan at Tioga Polnt. This site is located ¢n Onaguaga, botween Spring-
steen farn near W, Windsor on Onagusge, between Windsor and Harpursyille,

Grandpa Weeks tells us how he drove horses to Binghamton, a distance of 20
niles, for swpplies for his store; be boughx overalls for 58¢ and shoes for
$1.50 a pair from the Lester Co. factory in their old bduilding across from
Christ Church in Binghanton. That was before Lester met George F, Johnson.
One day, on Court Street, he paused to watch some men digging a hole near
State Street, and ruch to their surprise they found an 0ld foundation and
decayed timber, 4As they could'nt imagine what it meant, Grandpa told then,
"Why, itls the abutnent to the 0ld Oanal Bridge.!

They were putting in the first electric lights in 1883. Grandpals most
cherished possession is the old tin siz~slded lantern his granddad used 1o
carry in the streets of George Washlngton's Vew York., The light came from
a candle, nod kercsene. '

His home, the staunch old house of prewlivil War days, was built by Peter
Dickinson, a noted lumberman of the 30's, L40's and 50's, who builit Nineveh
Hotel and the Dickinmson block in Binghanton on the ¢orner of Eldredge and
Qhenango Streets. The Brown fanily across the street mede fine, sturdy
hand~turned furniture. then, too, And the Hobb Brothers at Fineveh made
carrisges that wers sold all over the United States and Canada.



When the railroads were built, the workers were Irish lmnigrants who.use&
only plcks, shovels and two~wheeled carts, for this was before the tine of
the Itali=zn section-hands.

Colesville is the most northeast town of Broome County, bordering on Dela~
ware and Chenango Counties, It was formed from Brooue County in 1821,
Broome wae taken off from Tioga County in 1B806. Tioza County was formerly
part of a territory ¥nown as Montgomery County, after the name:bad been
changed from Tryon. The paert West of the Susquebanna River was lmown as
01d& Fngland under the Massachusetts grant, and from this territory were
formed the Boston Ten Towns, on a part of which Binghambon is locabed.
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THE SKY MAK
fron Mocecasin Tales, by C. B. Brown
T odE R

Moceasin Tales are so naned Decause
of an Indisn custon of beating with
a moccasin any bBoys or girls who fall
esleep while stories are being told

. by an older person in the wigwan on
an autumn or winter night.

&n Indian maiden married a fine-looking Indian who came to the village of
her tride. She did'at know that he was a sky man. - She was not bappy be-
cause every evening he left his wigwan to do his work in the sky. She com-
Plained to him about his being so much away from her. She wept every day.
She asked him to take her with him, He said that that would be irposeible,
but at last he consented. He built a wigwan for her among the clouds., In
one place in this wigwan there was a large bundle wrapped with buckskin and
tied with cords, She asked her husband to tell her what was in it Wt he
would not do so. Ivery day she asked hin.. He would tell her nothing, and
told her never to meddle with it, One day, while he was away ot his work,
she thought that she would take just one peep at its contents. Eneeling on
the wigwan floor beside it she finally succeeded in unbying the lmbtod cords
at one end of the bundle.

When it was open a number of shining objects suddenly pourcd out upon the

floor, Bhe tried to grasp them and pub then back, More and more fell ouf
and they rose and flew in all directions. Many flew out of the door and the

snoke-hole in the roof before she could close the bundle.” They were sbars.

When her husband returned he was greatly displeased at her disobedience,

He scolded her but the mischief was done. And that is why, say the Indians,
there are not so many stars as thers once were. (Winneﬁhg0~Fox.)

THE GFESE HOLD A COUNCIL

from Moccasin Tales, by G, E. Brown
o s

Away out in the middle of the lake the Wild Geese were holding a'council,
There were meny of then and they were making quite a lot of noise. Wisaka
sat on the lake shore. He was bhungry and he wished to have some of them to
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The horses, wi.th the:.r ty'pical single-toad feet. are mem'bers of the great _
. T order of odd-toed memmals,’ the- Penssodactyla. Others of this group are . the

- what Ao now the United States. . .

E;’Od-dly enough 'Dringing horses to the New World represented sonething of a
“» T " 'homeconing. Remainsg of- .one of the first horses-ucreatures aboul .one; :t'oot i
““high=<have. ‘been found in. North Aneriea dating fron sone 50 m.llion years agoé,-» LT
L’Qm.to unlilke nodern- horges, this little fellow, called Eohippus; bad. four.: LR
- gomplete toes on his- forefeet and. three (w:.th a rennant of a fourth) on; the
1,- hinﬁ.feet - ; . . Lo SR — S

';3;._ Lo e Ll

- -roast and eat. He tho'ught o:E & good way to ge’c 'l:hem. , He made sorne strong
- -basswood cords ‘and ‘entered the, water, Ho wés afraid of. scaring %hen 80 he’ o
- Y- swen under the water untll he got out ‘bo whetre they were. -He was. a v_ery.._-_.__ - S
S good switmery They: were. all talking and did" ot notice hin. Now'he was - :
‘.- under thei . He tied the .cord %o the Jef of & goose, and. then tp tho . leg -
~ of another; - Whon ‘all were.tied he suddenly roso to-the surface of the T
water; The frightened geese rose dinto the air endicarried him along:. TN
“They flew for the lake shore, -There Wiscka killed those which he, wantod to R
.. eat and let’ the rest of them go, To this day. the Wild Geese are always.. '
_.‘ws.t-ching out. for hiri.- That-is why. they are. 50 hard to geb, . They fear’ th::.'b .
-'.-'he way. be: hu.ngry a.nd. w:.sh 0" kill moré of. them. - (Mascouten.) LT

. ."‘—
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o La.ter f‘oss:.l renain.s d.iscloae prinitiVe hories whoao feet 'began to approach
"the mod.ern ‘horse's one-toed econditions Some horses: of about throe mill:.on

;.Someth:.ng happened., o _d.o noi: knou what 'bu-b e,ll the American horses 'became
- -extinet, -Our present horses’descsnd from wild herds which roamed thé. great
',‘“SWPPGB of 4dsia;’ Who can’ say if the andestors of the Arerican:Indiens, .-

- ‘coning to the Hew World. by way of '8iberia and the Bering Strait, -did not

" ifeast; on these fleet beasts of the Steppes! (We' say Mfeast )" because it’ was
‘ pz-o'ba.'bly ages later before nan:learned to domesticate the. horsé. - Wz.lcl horse
- . -flesh vas a welcomed addit:.on b0, prinitive man'a larder.) - ..' e P L

-_.,-Ind.ia.ns of the Anerica.n West ha.ve 'been oallad. the grea.test naimral horse—- L
- men that thé world has ever known. TYet they never saw & horse until Span-— '
'“iards ‘brought then from the 015. 'i'forld for the conquest of the New.

B In 1514—5, tha great- e@lorer Harnand.o :De Soto fl:.erl on the ‘oanks of the. Miss—-.~f.

. issippi which he had discovered. His companions built boats ‘and. sailed
‘back to Mexico, ‘abandoning their horsesy. I is gensrally 'believed that - these

S reprasent the start of the great h:erda ‘of wild horses, or rmstangs:. that caue
- ko lord. over the weatem plax.na. Such as these came to :t’urnish the ca:fr"lry
'.',-__of the ?lains Ind.ia.ns T . PR A CRELL

,"’g: o

i yéars ago were one—toed tut . some still kept completo side ‘4oos:- Then a-- .- o
.. . bout’ one @illion, years ago. essentially nod.ern horsea vere - abundant through—- ooy
cT ou.t' ﬂ'orth a.ncl Sou‘oh .Anerioa! . T e fe Rl Lo

tepirs and rhinocevoses; and; bhese- too are represented ‘by fgssil ramains in

from Soience News Inetter, o

R _.‘_.. -

e




~ BUILT ABOUT 1810

JUDGE HARPUR RESIDENCE



